Model Senate Committee Hearing Procedure
Committee Hearings:

Committee Chair begins with an opening statement

Ranking Minority member then gives opening statement

Witness #1 gives testimony – about 10 minutes.
Question and answer of Witness #1 (Committee chair should call on members who seek to speak, alternating between Republicans and Democrats)

Committee Chair concludes with a few words and closes hearing

Committee Markup

Committee chair convenes markup session and introduces the measure (bill) being considered

Committee chair will then open the floor for discussion on the bill (chair first, ranking minority member second, and then whoever wishes to be recognized)

During this time, any member can move (as long as it is seconded and affirmed by majority) to add an amendment or to amend a section.  Amendment by amendment once it is introduced members will have 5 minutes (they can yield back the balance of the time to the chair if they do not use all their time) to discuss the amendment.  Once the discussion settles, some can move (as long as it is seconded and affirmed by majority) to either extend the discussion or to vote on the amendment.  This process will continue until all amendments are considered and voted.  

Once all amendments are considered and voted, then the bill as a whole must be approved by majority vote.

Note: There is the possibility to offer an amendment in the nature of a substitute which would provide a complete substitute bill to the one being considered.  It is considered the same as any other amendment but would in essence wipe out the original bill and be replaced by the substitute.

Committee Report

If a bill successfully passes out of the markup session with majority support --- it is reported out.  Reporting out means the committee chair and ranking minority member must inform the Majority and Minority Leaders that the bill(s) passed.  For Model Senate, the committee chairs shall report to the Majority Leader of the Senate, which bills were passed through committee and with what amendments, if any.
