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119TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION S. 841 

To require online dating service providers to provide fraud ban notifications 

to online dating service members, and for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 4, 2025 

Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and Mr. HICKENLOOPER) introduced the fol-

lowing bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation 

A BILL 
To require online dating service providers to provide fraud 

ban notifications to online dating service members, and 

for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Romance Scam Pre-4

vention Act’’. 5

SEC. 2. ONLINE DATING SAFETY. 6

(a) FRAUD BAN NOTIFICATION.— 7

(1) IN GENERAL.—An online dating service pro-8

vider shall provide to a member of the online dating 9
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service a fraud ban notification if the member has 1

received a message through the online dating service 2

from a banned member of the online dating service. 3

(2) REQUIRED CONTENTS.—A fraud ban notifi-4

cation under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-5

lowing: 6

(A) The username or other profile identi-7

fier of the banned member, as well as the most 8

recent time when the member to whom the noti-9

fication is being provided sent or received a 10

message through the online dating service to or 11

from the banned member. 12

(B) A statement, as applicable, that the 13

banned member identified in subparagraph (A) 14

may have been using a false identity or at-15

tempting to defraud members. 16

(C) A statement that a member should not 17

send cash or another form of currency or per-18

sonal financial information to another member. 19

(D) Information regarding best practices 20

to avoid online fraud or being defrauded by a 21

member of an online dating service, which may 22

be provided through a link to another web page 23

or disclosure. 24
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(E) Contact information to reach the cus-1

tomer service department of the online dating 2

service provider. 3

(3) MANNER AND TIMING.— 4

(A) MANNER.—A fraud ban notification 5

under paragraph (1) shall be— 6

(i) clear and conspicuous; and 7

(ii) provided by email, text message, 8

or, if consented to by the member receiving 9

the fraud ban notification, other appro-10

priate means of communication. 11

(B) TIMING.— 12

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided 13

in clauses (ii) and (iii), an online dating 14

service provider shall provide a fraud ban 15

notification under paragraph (1) not later 16

than 24 hours after the fraud ban is initi-17

ated against the banned member. 18

(ii) DELAY BASED ON JUDGMENT OF 19

PROVIDER.—If, in the judgment of the on-20

line dating service provider, the cir-21

cumstances require a fraud ban notifica-22

tion under paragraph (1) to be provided 23

after the 24-hour period described in 24

clause (i), the online dating service pro-25
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vider shall, except as provided in clause 1

(iii), provide the notification not later than 2

3 days after the day on which the fraud 3

ban is initiated against the banned mem-4

ber. 5

(iii) DELAY UPON REQUEST OF LAW 6

ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL.—If, due to an 7

ongoing investigation, a law enforcement 8

official requests an online dating service 9

provider to delay providing a fraud ban no-10

tification under paragraph (1) beyond the 11

time when the notification is required to be 12

provided under clause (i) or (ii), the online 13

dating service provider— 14

(I) may not provide the notifica-15

tion before the end of the period of 16

delay (including any extension of such 17

period) requested by the law enforce-18

ment official; and 19

(II) shall provide the notification 20

not later than 3 days after the last 21

day of the period of delay (including 22

any extension of such period) re-23

quested by the law enforcement offi-24

cial. 25
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(4) LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.—An online dat-1

ing service provider is not liable to a person in a 2

civil action based on any of the following: 3

(A) The manner of communication used 4

under paragraph (3)(A) to provide a fraud ban 5

notification to a member under paragraph (1). 6

(B) The timing of a fraud ban notification 7

under paragraph (3)(B) provided to a member 8

under paragraph (1). 9

(C) The disclosure of information in a 10

fraud ban notification provided under para-11

graph (1). 12

(b) ENFORCEMENT.— 13

(1) ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMISSION.— 14

(A) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-15

TICES.—A violation of this section or a regula-16

tion promulgated under this section shall be 17

treated as a violation of a rule defining an un-18

fair or deceptive act or practice under section 19

18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commission 20

Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 21

(B) POWERS OF COMMISSION.— 22

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission 23

shall enforce this section in the same man-24

ner, by the same means, and with the 25
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same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as 1

though all applicable terms and provisions 2

of the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 3

U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were incorporated into 4

and made a part of this section, 5

(ii) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.— 6

Any person who violates this section shall 7

be subject to the penalties and entitled to 8

the privileges and immunities provided in 9

the Federal Trade Commission Act. 10

(iii) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Noth-11

ing in this section may be construed to 12

limit the authority of the Commission 13

under any other provision of law. 14

(2) ENFORCEMENT BY STATES.— 15

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-16

graph (B), in any case in which the attorney 17

general of a State has reason to believe that an 18

interest of the residents of the State has been 19

or is threatened or adversely affected by the en-20

gagement of any person in an act or practice 21

that violates this section, the attorney general 22

of the State may, as parens patriae, bring a 23

civil action on behalf of the residents of the 24
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State in an appropriate district court of the 1

United States to obtain appropriate relief. 2

(B) RIGHTS OF THE COMMISSION.— 3

(i) NOTICE TO THE COMMISSION.— 4

(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-5

vided in subclause (III), before initi-6

ating a civil action under subpara-7

graph (A), the attorney general of a 8

State shall notify the Commission in 9

writing that the attorney general in-10

tends to bring such civil action. 11

(II) CONTENTS.—The notifica-12

tion required by subclause (I) shall in-13

clude a copy of the complaint to be 14

filed to initiate the civil action. 15

(III) EXCEPTION.—If it is not 16

feasible for the attorney general of a 17

State to provide the notification re-18

quired by subclause (I) before initi-19

ating a civil action under subpara-20

graph (A), the attorney general shall 21

notify the Commission immediately 22

upon instituting the civil action. 23

(ii) INTERVENTION BY THE COMMIS-24

SION.—Upon receiving the notice required 25
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by clause (i)(I), the Commission may inter-1

vene in the civil action and, upon inter-2

vening— 3

(I) be heard on all matters aris-4

ing in the civil action; and 5

(II) file petitions for appeal of a 6

decision in the civil action. 7

(C) LIMITATION ON STATE ACTION WHILE 8

FEDERAL ACTION IS PENDING.—If the Commis-9

sion has instituted a civil action for a violation 10

of this section or a regulation promulgated 11

under this section, no attorney general of a 12

State may bring an action under subparagraph 13

(A) during the pendency of that action against 14

any defendant named in the complaint of the 15

Commission for any violation of this section or 16

a regulation promulgated under this section al-17

leged in the complaint. 18

(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For pur-19

poses of bringing a civil action under this sub-20

section, nothing in this subsection may be con-21

strued to prevent the attorney general of a 22

State from exercising the powers conferred on 23

the attorney general by the laws of the State to 24

conduct investigations, to administer oaths or 25
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affirmations, or to compel the attendance of 1

witnesses or the production of documentary or 2

other evidence. 3

(E) ACTIONS BY OTHER STATE OFFI-4

CIALS.—In addition to a civil action brought by 5

an attorney general under subparagraph (A), 6

any other consumer protection officer of a State 7

who is authorized by the State to do so may 8

bring a civil action under subparagraph (A), 9

subject to the same requirements and limita-10

tions that apply under this paragraph to a civil 11

action brought by an attorney general. 12

(c) ONE NATIONAL STANDARD.— 13

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State, or political subdivi-14

sion thereof, may not maintain, enforce, prescribe, 15

or continue in effect any law, rule, regulation, re-16

quirement, standard, or other provision having the 17

force and effect of law of the State, or political sub-18

division of the State, that requires an online dating 19

service provider to notify, prohibits an online dating 20

service provider from notifying, or otherwise affects 21

the manner in which an online dating service pro-22

vider is required or permitted to notify, a member 23

of the online dating service that the member has re-24

ceived a message from or sent a message to a mem-25
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ber whose account or profile on the online dating 1

service is the subject of a fraud ban through the on-2

line dating service. 3

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This subsection 4

may not be construed to preempt any law of a State 5

or political subdivision of a State relating to con-6

tracts or torts. 7

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 8

(1) BANNED MEMBER.—The term ‘‘banned 9

member’’ means a member of an online dating serv-10

ice whose account or profile on the online dating 11

service is the subject of a fraud ban. 12

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 13

means the Federal Trade Commission. 14

(3) FRAUD BAN.—The term ‘‘fraud ban’’ means 15

the termination or suspension of the account or pro-16

file of a member of an online dating service because, 17

in the judgment of the online dating service pro-18

vider, there is a significant risk the member will at-19

tempt to obtain cash or another form of currency 20

from another member through fraudulent means. 21

(4) MEMBER.—The term ‘‘member’’ means an 22

individual who— 23

(A) submits to an online dating service 24

provider the information required by the pro-25
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vider to establish an account or profile on the 1

online dating service; and 2

(B) is allowed by the provider to establish 3

such an account or profile. 4

(5) ONLINE DATING SERVICE.—The term ‘‘on-5

line dating service’’ means a service that— 6

(A) is provided through a website or a mo-7

bile application; and 8

(B) offers members access to dating or ro-9

mantic relationships with other members by ar-10

ranging or facilitating the social introduction of 11

members. 12

(6) ONLINE DATING SERVICE PROVIDER.—The 13

term ‘‘online dating service provider’’ means a per-14

son engaged in the business of offering an online 15

dating service. 16

(7) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 17

State of the United States, the District of Columbia, 18

each commonwealth, territory, or possession of the 19

United States, and each federally recognized Indian 20

Tribe. 21

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take effect 22

on the date that is 1 year after the date of the enactment 23

of this Act. 24

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 21:35 Mar 06, 2025 Jkt 059200 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\S841.IS S841kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-03-07T11:05:05-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




